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10 January, 2003

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Dry Branch Fire Squad to Perform March 6 in Westcliffe

In a preview of this summer’s High Mountain Hay Fever bluegrass and gospel festival in Westcliffe, Dry Branch Fire Squad will perform two concerts at the Westcliffe Center for the Performing Arts’ Jones Theater on Thursday, March 6 2003. Times for the performances are 4:15 and 7:30 PM. Westcliffe’s own acoustic favorites, Sons and Brothers, will open the 7:30 show.

Advance tickets are on sale now at two Westcliffe locations: Arterburn Fine Arts, 409 Main Street (719.783.2099) and Austin Trading Co., 106 S. Second Street (719.783.9516). Ticket prices for the one-hour 4:15 performance are $8 for adults and $5 for student and seniors 65 and over. Tickets for the 7:30 show are $10 General Admission and $25 for special sponsorship admission with prime seating up front. The evening show is expected to run about ninety minutes.

Dry Branch Fire Squad, led by Westcliffe area resident Ron Thomason, has become an institution in American acoustic music. Inspired by a fierce and uncompromising loyalty to the most traditional aspects of bluegrass, mountain and gospel music, the band combines soulful duets, a cappella quintets and fiery instrumentals featuring mandolin and fiddle with Mr. Thomason’s humorous and thoughtful stories. Their concert formula appeals to all audiences and has won the group a devoted following throughout the United States. The group has performed at nearly every major folk and bluegrass festival in North America, has made countless national radio and television appearances, has toured overseas on behalf of the US government, and is included on the Library of Congress list of significant recordings of American music.

A native of southwest Virginia, Thomason founded the Dry Branch Fire Squad in 1976. To date, the band has recorded over twenty-one projects and performed at the most prestigious acoustic music venues and festivals in North America. Most bluegrass observers agree that Dry Branch‘s current line-up is one of its strongest ever: in addition to Ron Thomason on mandolin, guitar and lead vocals, other group members are Adam McIntosh on guitar and tenor vocals, Danny Russell on bluegrass banjo and harmony vocals and long-time band members Mary Jo Leet on rhythm guitar and harmony vocals and Charlie Leet on acoustic bass and harmony vocals.

The Dry Branch Fire Squad concert is the third in a series of special traditional music presentations by the non-profit High Mountain Hay Fever Festival Association whose first annual bluegrass and gospel music festival will take place July 11-13, 2003. Proceeds from the festival will benefit a health-care underwriting program for in the region. The organization also sponsored the sold-out Westcliffe performances by Ralph Stanley and the Clinch Mountain Boys on January 9, 2002 as well as the sold-out performance by the Reeltime Travelers on August 20, 2002.

This press release and a high resolution photograph of the Dry Branch Fire Squad can be downloaded from www.highmountainhayfever.org. Click on the “Press” link.

Media contacts for the Dry Branch Fire Squad concert:

Will Sibbald: 228.466.4774 (until Feb. 20); 719.942.3413 (after Feb. 20); will@codypark.com
Ron Thomason
719.942.3730; drybranchone@earthlink.net
High Mountain Hay Fever Festival Association

PO Box 1199

Westcliffe, CO 81252

719.783.0883

www.highmountainhayfever.org
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